Some of us who have lived through the environmental days of the 70's have had it in the back of our minds that this new interest in "green" could fade away as easily as GM's electric car. But it is looking as if two Los Angeles City Council committees are really taking to heart the importance of building green. 

The City Council committees voted in an ordinance that would require all private commercial and residential developments over 50,000 square feet, to follow the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) point rating system when planning their new buildings.

It also includes more incentives to promote green projects by expediting permits to those who are surpassing the minimum standards for LEED certification and going for the next level up or the Silver rating.

The LEED point rating system is being widely accepted as a national baseline standard. And while some controversy still exists over the LEED point granting evaluation system, it is the most established standard we have in the nation so far.
For all you still trying to get your head around why this is so great, read this.

Nationally, buildings account for

71% electricity consumption

12% potable water used

40% greenhouse gas emissions

The average green building saves 
36% in energy, 
40% in water 
And cuts greenhouse gas emissions by 40% 
And solid waste by 70%. 
Now this is fantastic news, the only problem may be an over burdening on a company that never intended on being in charge of a city’s building ordinance. The U.S. Green Building Council based in Washington D.C. is a non-profit group. It designed the LEEDs point rating system and admits it never expected it to become this big. 
It could be more useful for Los Angeles to develop its own green building requirements taking into account specific Southern California conditions and elminating items that work for the eastern states, but just don’t make that much sense here in sunny southern California.

The City of Santa Monica is adapting the LEED system and is adopting a green building code that is designed specifically for Santa Monica.

This still is a fantastic beginning and goes a long way toward meeting the city’s pledge to reduce its carbon footprint by 2030. And a lot can happen between now and then.

